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their brightest when Louis VI handed over the sceptre to
Louis VII.
The reign of Louis VII, therefore, which was to last for Lo™svn
forty-three years, opened under most favourable auspices. ^^en
He had already been crowned king in 1131 directly after the Eleanor
death of his elder brother Philip, so there was no question
of the succession. However, he was not equal to' the good
fortune to which he succeeded, and by 1154 it had vanished :
Aquitaine was lost to him, and England and Normandy were
reunited and were joined with Anjou, Maine, and Touraine
under one ruler. For this the weakness of his character was
largely to blame. He was easily dominated by a stronger
will than his own; though, when his wishes were thwarted,
he often exhibited the obstinacy of a weak man who refuses
to see that he is endangering his best interests. The immedi-
ate confidants of the king were, therefore, usually more
important than the king himself in the framing of policy.
First and foremost at the beginning was queen Eleanor, to
whom Louis was passionately devoted. With her was closely
associated by friendship and interest the seneschal Ralph of
Vermandois, whose aims were much more personal than they
had been in Louis VI's time; this association only came to
an end in 1152, when Eleanor was divorced and Ralph died.
The king got rid of Stephen of Garlande from the chancellor-
ship, yet only to replace him by an equally unworthy and
self-seeking favourite, Cadurc. But there still remained the
invaluable Suger in his informal position at the head of the
administration, creating resources for the government but
disliked by Eleanor and Ralph because of his humble birth.
All might have gone well with Louis, if he had had the wisdom
to follow the cautious counsels of Suger; he had at least the
sense to protect this faithful servant against the ill-will of
the queen and the count of Vermandois.
Only in this respect did he counter the wishes of the
queen. Eleanor was an imperious woman of strong passions,
in instincts and temperament a true daughter of the house
of Aquitaine. The interests of her duchy were put in the fore-
front when Louis wasted his resources in a vain attack on
Toulouse in 1141. The interests of the monarchy demanded
that Louis should keep a close watch on the north, and not

